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~/KONTANA PROSPECTIVE, PLANTINGS FOR, 1952 vs hs i PSE a a ail ate 


A2 eeonent i ge in total acreage, of spring planted erops is in " prospedt: ‘for 
1952. ‘On’ Mareh-:2,’ ‘Montana. farmers, and ranchers expressed their intentions’ to séed 
5,956,000 acres to principal crops this spring, compared with plantings of” “el 
6,080,660 acres in’k951, If early plans are. carried, out, plantings of oats, barley 
ae erat: ‘peas ‘will be larger than last year,: but: these will not... offset plans, pe AS 
smaller acreages of spring wheat, flaxseed, dry beans, sugar. beets and ‘potktoes. ie 
The rapid depletion of feed grain-stocks and hay reserves. resulting. from, record’ high 
cattle numbers and snowbound ranges :‘the past winter are largely responsible’ for in- 3 
creased acreages ‘of oats and par tey. and plans to harvest more hay this” ‘summer, | eat 
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. Acreages” for individual crops may ‘be ‘altered dénsiderably by spring weather con= 
ditions, the potential labor supply and to some extent, by the availability of.crop~- 
land. Abandoned acreages of winter wheat will Be reseeded ELEY to HE ERTEDES wheat, 
oats or barley. . : Aiwa 9 4 


Soil moisture reserves is the past. season's Ean ctton combined with - ‘the 
winter's precipitation point to above normal subsoil moisture in° “virtually all- 
sections of the State, Heavy snow cover at this time should provide sufficient ~ 
moisture for seed germination and carry the crop well into the spring. However, the 
outcome of the new crop will be affected by the amount of precipitation during the 
growing season. Irrigation water supplies are plentiful. It now appears that field 
work will be retarded and may open. two or three weeks later than’ normal, similar to 
the spring season of the past two years. 


WHEAT: Prospective plantings of 4,631,000 acres of spring ‘eee are 3 percent less 

‘ than the 4,774,000 acres seedéd last year. Last fall,.1 »7a5,000 acres were 
seeded to winter wheat which added to the expected spring ae placings total .... . 
6,356,000 acres of all wheat. This compares with 6,274,000 acres Of gross seedings ° 
of all wheat in 1951, a 1.3 percent increase, aitarliee wheat abandonment is not ex- 
pected to be heavy as the: wheat has wintered well under good moisture and snow cover 
in the principal winter wheat areas, .... e 


FEED GRAINS: Farmers intend to increase their acreage of: barley 6 Bi Ro oats, 3... 
percent and plan to raise about’ the same acreage of corns If these — 
intentions are fulfilled, the barley acreage will be 53ly,000 acres, oats 517, 000: 
acres and corn 180,000 acres. The aggregate for these ‘feed ‘Crops totals 1,231, ee 
acres compared with 1,186,000 acres in 1951. Such an ‘acreage is needed with good . 
yields to implement foed supplies in order to maintain ‘present livestock numbers, 


OTHER FLANTED CROPS: Sharp reductions are indicated for ‘flaxséed, ‘dry beans, sugar 
beets and potatoes. ‘A flaxseed acreage of. “40, 006 ‘acres ** 
compares with 47,000 acres planted in 1951. The dry bean acreage at 7,000 is 2, 000 
acres under last year. Frospective sugar beet plantings of ‘40, ‘000 acres faatedee an 
18 percent reduction from the 49,000 acres: planted last year. Plans for 9,100 acres 
of potatoes are 1,200 acres less than last year. Dry peas which are ‘aly’ grown under 


contract are placed at 8, 000 aches, an increase of 3,000 acres. 
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: AVERAGE, 1941 - 50 : A RES. PLAN-TED 
ae ; Acres +3. Yield per. per Pl.Acress a 951 ; Indicated :1952 as % 
: Planted : Amount ~ Unit : : 1952 Pr OLe EL? Daur | 
(1,000 Acres) (1,000 (1,000 (Percent ) 
Acres) Acres) 
COM kassecevece Waianae die 15.4 Bu. 180° *--"- 180 - 100 
Spring wheat... ae HOLY D ens Sy Ue by TT -hy631 97 
Cater enneeees cl BL Ging 425.0 Me Feng psi 502 GOVT | subst. 03 
ATL OT cae win 6 016.8 686 Bees Moar SOL gi 531, 106 
Flaxseed.... ss 219 63°. " 47 30 64 
Beans, dry.eeee 26 15259 Lbs. ied By 78 
PRABS APY ws 0's vie 27 1,141 " 5 SPSS: Sh 160.2 
Sugar beets.... Ve 10.7 Tons A Dies 40 82 
POtatoesececores tte 152 Bu. 10.3 GY od 88 
LEY Ek ns s 2,183 ga? Tons 2,219 2,374 107 


1/ Data for hay relates to acres for harvest. — 


P, J, Creer, Agr. Statistician in Charge 
Lyman W. Wallin, Agr. Statistician 
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U.S. PROSPECTIVE PLANTINGS, MARCH 1952 i 


Farmers" plans for the' 1952‘ crop ‘season tindi¢atesrelatively: smali. changes from 
1951 acreages. The 271.8 million acres indicated as a total of the 16 erops now 
estimated.in March, is about a million acres less than ,in 1951. For individual hit 
crops, ‘However, the tendency is to shift from crops of. ‘high labor. requirements ‘to _ | 
those of a less intensive nature. Weather during the spring planting season is 
always a major factor in changes in plans. Other significant changes may result 
from the, Department's production program, when all the goals and allotments receive 
the individual farmers! consideration... Spring activities were mostly at the usual 
stages on March 1. Soil moisture..is. generally satisfactory, although in part of the 
Southwest it is only temporarily” adequate. ‘Irrigation water supplies generally 
) promise to be the best in recent years. Reports:from farmers show a general concern 
over farm ‘Labor euppia ee and this, ehh to: be a dimiting factor in plans for 1952 
operations. | ; 
my limiting toe in the? acreage aren eeie! for Dates ‘spring. crops is the 
large acreage. sown to winter wheat last fall and of which little has been abandoned 
to date. Cotton’ acreagé is not covered in current reports by farmers, but. the | 
goal acreage is' about the same as the large 1951 acreage. Farmers. indicate a strong 
desire to retain and ‘increase their hay and grassland acreage. .and to shift to less 
intensive types of farming. “Current .plans indicate decreases from. 1951 acreages of 
spring wheat, mostly durum, of barley, flax,.all sorghums, peanuts grown alone, dry 
beans ,and -peas. - Large increases are indicated for oats, soybeans and hay: ‘Changes 
. from: 1951 acreages.of corn,, rice, potatoes, sweetpotatoes, tobacco and sugar betaine, 
are likely to be relatively small. ine 
; Comparisons of prospective plantings with 1952 goal or anys ee acreages are’ 
possible for most such crops. Prospective acreages-éxcteed the goals for only 5 
crops -= all wheat by about 0.4 percent, oats by about 3-percent, soybeans for beans 
by nearly Ger percent, rice and hay each by 1percent.* But: falting short of the 
Say are prospective acreages of corn by nearly 6 percent ;' “barley py7%2h percent, 
flux py 2 percent, all sorghums’ by nearly 12 percent, potatoes by 7 percent, sweet- 
 powatoés by 29 percent, dry beans by nearly 13 percent. The prosvective acreage of 
tovecco is slightly below the acreage computed as likely to produce the marketing 
quota. Similarly, for sugar beets the prospective acreage is about one-sixth less 
than the acreage: ‘which would- produce the beet sugar quota. With feed production a 
ma jor aim ‘in ene goals, the isiaeee excess for Pare and, hay is more than offset by 
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TIO TIP L AN TED DORE ACES: D 
C R OP : Average ads ¢ Indicated. ¢, 1952 as pete 
was aa me ai Nr ts end, QUO, Re) 
— thousands 0, Bgrcent 
Corn, Allixsecsecacesbeovecccee, , 88,379 — 83,866 » §B2s928 “UN 
All'spring wheet,s..s2severe ce) MIS ew e 22, F257) “Cle GERROR omens 
DUTUM. 2. esececeseensetgareees 26h ikk (ORY SSO4 Vie oan 90.6 , 
Other. ‘SPringi syste gegeeseye (0) “to, OUR inns 19,671: oe tO, 65h hs eas 
OatSer iengenteercnepertarrttet 43,968 AV eBOL SS 0) OAL ia arenes ee 
Barley'ee sas deshia eves so eaadalee denen 123,960 lie NLOSBNOu ne. ina Qumee aes ee 
PLAXSCEd ses seeseeceseccceceees 4,283 . 4,114 3935". 95.6 
Rice usaseeedbusvvaveveseabvees! hp 594 0 7 RRL eo (ayer eee 
Sorghums forall purposes...... 154260 ects BS, ARS ee So ae 
POLALOGS buns sissies otal ee Qu ae PY eh RSE URS "fr Aan YO AUG OFF Ps 99.6. 
poweetpotatoesvs «sels oc auc bine *O3ecusn. Pe A cut Ole ee Sea LOS: 
TEDACCOAL Ss voy Suis opie ae ees “L630. ak ome ladles SORE hse On egaee 
Beans, Ory eGi.bie, - ti esnamneuies | » aby Foe ne 523: Be ae BP ks Oe 92.8 . 
Peas; Gryifield.s<sccenceneee sem pane a 2p) 7 303 | Rn tia als” 37 Sinatra 2 AF 
Soybeans 2/eesssescecseseereege | 12,788 14,838 15,457 104.2 
Peanuts 2/ 'sscesecsedesvedenyen ‘2:3, 649: Ry DID? Leuhniinnie peas 83.2 
Hays 1/ ss Biy be repels Meee eke RINNE Pug SRB, a RLM Laka teat meas 100,9°~ 
Sugar besteriesiacnraigegegedla cree 839 ong 959. 
i/ Ara see harvested. ® Grown; atone for all purposes. : 
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